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For those who asked me to send them a PDF copy of the first chapter of the
Humanist Manifesto / Part |, and for I don’t have access at the moment to my
old writings and electronic copies of my books in London, the following PDF file
includes some relevant excerpts from an old copy, which was written well before
its inclusion within the part | of the book in 2007... Please be aware that this copy
was still not fully revised, especially for linguistic errors and spelling mistakes.
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Excerpts
(A Primary Version)

From the Humanist Manifesto

Part 1

Chapter 1

‘Humanity’
in the New International Order:

A Global Catastrophe
Lurking in the near horizons
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‘Humanity’ in the New International Order:
A Global Catastrophe lurking in the near horizons

It could be unacceptable to generalize in serious political analyses. But when the conversant
academic restrictions result in a chaotic, confusing and aimless flux of conflicting claims
and justifications, then it might be worth breaking the rules. For that overstock of inadequate,
exaggerated, biased or poorly substantiated and controversial views and persuasions, and while
no way out or easy solution is on offer or deemed to be possible; the main aim of this chapter
is to offer an incentive or to furnish the grounds for an urgent instigation of some
practical steps.

In an era when we no longer hear about new constructive inventions or real problem-solving
innovations, and when we can barely appreciate the work of prominent intellectuals and
scientists... When we have no respect for wise and honest political leaders or “social
reformers”, and when we cannot even be bothered to listen to their unbiased and objective ideas
and advices; A period of an overwhelmingly dominating “decadent philosophy” of ‘who wants
to be a millionaire’, of ‘X factor’, ‘stars in their eyes’, ‘super star’ and of ‘big brother’ and
‘deal or no deal’; A ruthless culture of unfair distribution of wealth and earnings, propagating
a general sense of despair of any proper education and behaviour, and smartly hidden within
these apparently innocent TV programmes that are purposely translated into all major global
languages so as to reach every single open, conservative or traditional society; And in the
darkness of a repeatedly highlighted idea of ‘the rise of the machines’, the world seems now
left with a confused dissident few with possibly no other choice but to take the role of the
“wolves”, surrounded by helpless or careless masses forced or happy to be the flocks of
“sheep”, with the most important role of the “shepherd” being out of the equation for it has
been “already claimed”... Nevertheless; and while we are all enjoying the various benefits of
globalization; few are worried about the possible negative sides of these global
transformations, and none of us seems to be “bothered” to look at the current “track” of
development of our new world, and ask whether we are still going in the right direction.

e ‘The worlds 200 richest people more than doubled their net worth in the four years to
1998, to more than $1 trillion” (UNDP Report 1999). Today, the combined net worth
of those billionaires is $3.5 trillion; 1/3 of this amount is concentrated in the hands of
the first 50 tycoons! (UNDP Report 2006).

e ‘The assets of the top 3 billionaires are more than the combined GNP of all 48 least
developed countries and their 600 million people’ (UNDP Report 1999).

e The poorest 40 percent of the world population — the 2.5 billion people who live on less
than $2 a day — account for 5 percent of global income, while the richest 10 percent
account for 54 percent (UNDP Report 2006).

e ‘The recent wave of mergers and acquisitions is concentrating industrial powers in mega-

corporations, at the risk of eroding competition’... if not already eroded and erased
(UNDP Report 1999).
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e ‘250 million children between 5 and 14 do wage work often under harsh and cruel
conditions; 120 million of them work full time’ (UN International Labour
Organization). Some 126 million of these children are believed to be engaged in
hazardous situations or conditions (UNICEF 2006).

e ‘Millions of girls who work as domestic servants are especially vulnerable to
exploitation and abuse. An estimated 1.2 million children are trafficked on a yearly
basis, 5.7 million forced into debt bondage or other forms of slavery, 1.8 million into
prostitution and pornography, 0.3 million into practicing in armed conflicts, and 0.6
million other illicit activities’ (UNICEF 2006).

e ‘The traffic in women and girls for sexual exploitation; 500000 a year to Western
Europe alone; is one of the most heinous violations of human rights, estimated to be a
$7 billion business’! (UNDP Report 1999).

e ‘2.4 billion lack access to basic sanitation’ (UNDP Report 2002). 1 billion have no
adequate shelter’, ‘2 billion have no electricity” (UNDP Report 1998). ‘More than 880
million people do not have access to basic health services’ (UNDP Report 1999), and
‘roughly one third of all human death; some 50000 daily; is due to poverty-related
causes’ (WHO Report 2001).

e ‘More than 800 million people suffer from hunger and malnutrition, 1.1 billion do not
have access to clean drinking water, and, every hour, 1.200 children die from
preventable diseases (UNDP Report 2006).

e ‘More than 33 million people were living with HIV/AIDS in 1998, with almost 6
million new infections in that year; a rate of some 16000 new infections each day’
(UNDP Report 1999). ‘The number of people living with HIV globally has now reached
an estimated 40.3 million. In 2005, 3.1 million people died of AIDS-related illnesses;
of these, more than 500.000 were children... In Sub-Saharan Africa, where the
pandemic has taken its worst toll, HIV [surprisingly] was claiming the lives of society’s
most productive members — Farmers, Doctors, Teachers, Civil Servants, Scientists and
Agriculture workers (UNDP Report 2006).

This is just a “leaked” sample of many more serious heart breaking and “mind
tormenting” violations of peoples’ human “necessities”; let alone their human rights;
committed uncompromisingly on the wider global arena in the name of democratization... of
fighting religious extremism and “terrorism”, and in the name of defending Western liberal
values and civilization...
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Chronological approach

If I do not want to go back to the date when the above forecast was published... and if | feel not
very encouraged to refer to this specific “communist” view, though very compelling and
“somehow” recently verified; I can at least build upon the first and most important step in
the “crowning” of money and material wealth as an ultimate ambition for all human
beings, through which they can secure an eternal peace and serenity. One hundred years
after that Communist forecast, and precisely in July 1944, something very important
happened in the USA when ‘730 delegates from all 44 Allied Nations’ gathered at the
Mount Washington Hotel in the state of New Hampshire’s little town of Bretton Woods
to sign, and for the first time in world history, an international monetary order intended
to govern monetary relations among independent nation-states. What is relevant to my
argument... can be clarified in the sequence of interrelated incidents, the global political
environment and forces in action, summarized in the following points:

1- ‘Economic security’, and not social or political security, was the main objective of
the ‘hegemon’... where a ‘liberal international economic system’ was thought to
‘enhance the possibilities of post war peace’. Under this new economic system, all
countries were expected to enjoy an acceptable living standard with fewer
discriminations and obstructions, ‘so that one country would not be deadly jealous of
another’ ... ‘thereby eliminating the economic dissatisfaction that breeds war’. ...

2- The functioning of the international economic management will always rely on one
dominant power to lead the system, where there are no guarantees for fair and equal
games. ...

3- It was recognised that what has been ratified at the Bretton Woods conference, in fact,
constituted the main pivot and the foundational pillar of the new world system of
globalization... What is most significant in that event is that one of the conference’s
most notable precursors; the Atlantic Charter; was secretly arranged between
President Roosevelt and Prime Minister Churchill on a ship in the North Atlantic from
the 9™ to the 12™ of August 1941. Until that date, Britain was still able to keep some of
its dominance over the global economy. But when it realized that it could no longer
compete with US industry in the 1930s, it created its own economic bloc to shut out US
goods... Roosevelt’s ambitious goal at that meeting was to break open the empire...
as once the British bloc is split apart, the US will be well on its way to opening the
entire global marketplace...

What has been said about the Bretton Woods System of a ‘fully negotiated’ agreement on a
new world ‘shared belief’ in Capitalism, where all delegates were able to fully ‘deliberate
freely and equally’ is not very accurate. First, these agreements were signed while WW?2 was
still raging at its zenith... Second, US allies; economically exhausted by the war; had little
choice... where Britain was indebted to a promised US $3.8 billion loan, and France; still under
occupation; was also forced to ‘grudgingly’ ask the US for a billion-dollar loan... Third, the
greater part of the “Third World” was nothing but a bunch of helpless subordinates of the
world’s few major industrial states.
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Going back to the Bretton Woods conference ... it is quite surprising how world’s states
were then forced to acquiesce to a new international system, ‘established for them’ by the
United States and for its own goals and purposes... and how they have agreed to surrender a
significant amount of their national sovereignty to an undemocratic international organization,
under the “common threat” of the Great Depression, followed by a series of world’s
instabilities and another sudden sequence of world troubling wars...

Balanced Scrutiny

We are living in a chaotic system of globalization where there are no common international
values, no rules to limit or even investigate the abuses of the superpowers, and no effective laws
to protect the rights of both individuals and states at both levels of national and international
politics... However, and in the light of the dominant product and effect of the merely materialistic
perception of our present system of globalization, it is unavoidable that a global “hegemon” is
essentially indispensable for the stable and smooth running of international relations and societal
interactions. Yet this stable and smooth running of international politics is and will never be an
easy task. There is no doubt that, under the current views and realizations of human life and world
politics, no hegemon; no matter how wise and fair this hegemon might be; can accommodate and
do justice to every single individual, group or society. Nonetheless, the British Empire, for
example, was not doing that bad during the 19" century. It can be fairly said that; in spite of the
many “tactical” trouble spots it created around the world; at least, it had some respect for the
other’s traditions, values and privacies, and never tried to enforce its way of life on other
societies... But when the United States “snatched” that role from the British; as detailed in the
preceding historical approach; a New World Order, a new “human mentality” and rules, new
standards, and new international systems were introduced.

... Itis sad that US politics; and more precisely, its social and political life; is now dominated
by the pessimism and prejudice of a blindly realist philosophy, and ruled by the greed of
some selfish, cruel and obsessed beneficiary minority. Itis very dangerous for these wicked
people to be allowed to enforce their rules and conditions of either “be with them or you
are an anarchist, a fundamentalist, an extremist or a terrorist”. It is very damaging to the
Western civilization that no one is allowed to criticize or investigate the truthfulness of their
claims, and their unprofessed true objectives... And it is going to be costly that the majority
of our world’s masses — especially in the West — are so “numb” or hopeless that they do not
want to understand, and so “dumb” or helpless that they do not care!

... for these people to be ‘filthily rich’ businessmen and industrialists, tied and deeply
involved in oil and other “fishy” industries, is terribly worrying. President Bush, for example,
ran, or was a partner in a number of oil companies, including ‘Arbusto Energy’, ‘Spectrum 7’
and the ‘Harken Energy Corporation’. Dick Cheney was the Chairman of the Board and Chief
Executive Officer of ‘Halliburton’?*; a market leader in the energy sector; he also sat on the
Board of Directors of ‘Procter & Gamble’, ‘Union Pacific’ and ‘EDS’, and was part of the board
of advisors of the Jewish Institute for National Security Affairs (JINSA) before becoming Vice

24 Halliburton has a profile of corruptions, from buying politicians, briberies, to profiting from “wars’
projects”; where under Dick Cheney, Halliburton was able to make revenue of over $8billion in contracts
in Iraq in 2003 alone.
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President. Condoleezza Rice has served on the board of directors for the ‘Chevron
Corporation’?, the ‘Charles Schwab Corporation’, the ‘William and Flora Hewlett Foundation’,
‘Transamerica Corporation’, ‘Hewlett Packard’, the ‘Carnegie Corporation’ and the ‘Rand
Corporation’. Donald Rumsfeld served from 1977 to 1985 as Chief Executive, President, then
Chairman of ‘G.D. Searle & Company’; a worldwide pharmaceutical whose products included,
among others, the first oral contraceptive pill ‘Enovid’?® and the controversial artificial sweetener
‘Aspartame’?’. He then served as Chairman of the Board of another pharmaceutical company;
Gilead Sciences, Inc.; during which period U.S. missiles razed the Sudanese EI-Shifa?®
pharmaceutical complex to the ground. Rumsfeld has also served ... on the board of ‘ABB’; a
European engineering giant based in Zurich, which sold under Rumsfeld two light water nuclear
reactors to North Korea, a country he now regards as part of the “axis of evil”.

These people, and the economically powerful institutions behind them, are working, and
for the last thirty years or so, on a project of a New World Order?®, merely concerned with
Global economy... As a response to Jiirgen Habermas’ Legitimation Crisis*’; perhaps; there has
been a systematic divestment of the so called “nanny” state from some of its most important
responsibilities ... implementing a new system of devolution and privatization, where thousands
of undemocratic and unelected “quasi autonomous non-governmental organizations” were
introduced ... vital public services were handed over to irresponsible corporations resulting in an
almost total loss of administrative responsibility and accountability ... and in the name of fighting
unemployment an orderly attack on the welfare state® was justified.

25 Chevron has “honoured” Rice by naming an oil tanker Condoleezza Rice after her!

26 Writers have implied that the US Food and Drug Administration (FDA) was so swept up by
international demand for curbing population growth and was so impressed with data showing that
efficacy of an oral contraceptive, that it overlooked or compromised concerns about the drug’s safety.
27 1t was under Rumsfeld also that Searle got FDA approval for Aspartame despite the several
researches indicating the implication of the drug with public health issues and that it holds serious health
risks!

28 Following the attack, U.S. Defence Secretary William Cohen said the goal of the strikes was to disrupt
and attempt to destroy the suspected training and support facilities used to train ‘hundreds, if not
thousands, of terrorists’. The National Security Adviser Samuel R. Berger stated in the Washington
Times that ‘we have physical evidence’ linking the pharmaceuticals plant to chemical weapons. ‘There
is no question in my mind ... that factory was used to create a chemical that was used in the manufacture
of VX nerve gas’. Berger then said on CNN's "Late Edition" that ‘We have physical evidence of that fact’
which is highly classified, ‘but we are not going to release it'! Regrettably, all these claims were later
found to be fallacious. According to Human Rights Watch report ‘many relief efforts have been postponed
indefinitely, including a crucial one run by the US-based International Rescue Committee where more
than fifty southerners are dying daily’ as a result of that bombing. In the summer of 2001, Werner Daum
(Germany's ambassador to Sudan 1996-2000) also wrote an article in which he estimated that the attack
‘probably led to tens of thousands of deaths’ of Sudanese civilians.

29 | am not referring here to any of those NWQ’s “conspiracy theory”.

30 In his Legitimation Crisis, Habermas warned of the inherent contradiction between the duties of the
Capitalist State to encourage economic growth, and to provide a welfare state, which imply completely
different principles of organization. The more the latter succeeds, the more the former must be
weakened. He sought to explain that although advanced capitalism seems stronger than ever, it is in
fact undergoing constant crises that ultimately will threaten the legitimacy of the system, and so cause
its collapse.

31 A, Pfaller, I. Gouph, and G. Therborn, in their Can the Welfare state compete? (1991), proved that
there is no systematic evidence that welfare provision harms trade performance.
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The situation in Britain; for instance; is not any better. Under the so-called “Socialist” Labour
Party, a similar bunch of “multicoloured” tycoons were steadily invited and introduced into the
corridors of power ... From Formula One’s Bernie Ecclestone®, to the “rapidly growing”
pharmaceutical company ‘PowderJect’®® ... to Lakshmi Narayan Mittal®*, to the Hindujas
brothers®, to Tony Blair’s “friends”: from the Italian Prime Minister Silvio Berlusconi to his
tennis partner Lord Levy*®. Curiously enough, financial sleazes became a common trademark of
the new British politics, especially under the Tories. But for those few Tories’ “cash for
questions” humiliations, to be outdone by the many Labour’s “cash for access” scandals, is an
unfamiliar political behaviour recently introduced by Tony Blair into the British society®”.

In the near future, should this venture proceed in the same direction, governments’
decisions and social conditions are all going to be controlled and “programmed” by a small
group of mega-corporations, if this is not already the case in some of the most advanced
Capitalists’ societies or states ... Evidently, it is only a small number of those MNCs ...
possessing huge capitals and large cash surpluses, who are dominating world markets for
oil, minerals, pharmaceuticals, foods and other agricultural products that they became
unchallengeable key players in international markets. ... ‘they play a significant role in the
globalization of trade, finance, technology and; through output and media ownership; culture’®,

Discouraging realities

In the last three decades, we have all over the world become familiar with some increasingly
threatening global environmental problems — a direct consequence of a voraciously growing
capitalist trend — which have now extended their special reach beyond the local or the national
radius of action. Global warming, for instance; at the time when ‘a growing consensus has
emerged that the mechanisms are sound and the evidence of the problem is reasonable, if
not completely decisive’; This potential threat is expected to cause enormous climate changes,
including rising sea levels and rapidly declining soil fertility, where ‘most states and societies
can expect to experience the secondary effects of national and local dislocation, migration and
upheaval’*®. Ozone depletion, on the other hand; which is linked to the use of CFCs already
spreading into the developing world by the time the problem was discovered,; is resulting in an
increasingly intolerable amount of Ultraviolet light from the sun to reach the earth’s surface.
Apart from the increasing levels and records of skin cancer and other recorded threats for many
aquatic and terrestrial plants, the real extent of this new danger is still unknown.

32 One of the highest paid executives in the world.

33 One of the world’s largest vaccines company, headquartered in Oxford, UK, with facilities all over
Europe and the United States.

34 A billionaire industrialist, the richest in the UK with a net worth of 23.5 billion Dollars (2006). He is the
chairman and CEO of the Mittal Steel company NV, which is the largest producer of steel in the world.
35 One of the wealthiest eastern families in the UK.

36 A self-made businessman, famous for his introduction of ‘pop groups Dollar and Bad Manners’ into
the UK. His nickname, “Mr. Cash point”, tells all what someone needs to know.

37 One example is what has been unveiled recently about the 14 million in secret loans given to the
Labour party; the same party that created the electoral commission and introduced the legislation for
compulsory registration of loans over 5000 pounds!

38 D. Held et al, Global Transformation: Politics, Economics and Culture, (Cambridge: Polity Press),
1999, p.236.

39 D. Held et al, Global Transformation: Politics, Economics and Culture, 1999, p.384
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Now, this growing environmental threat is by itself enough to raise the alarm for an
imminent global catastrophe, the signs of which can be nowadays clearly seen in different
areas of Southeast Asia and in the East Central region of the African continent. However,
having stressed on the serious threat of those “just” two examples of environmental degradation,
... There are indeed other more obvious and less controversial signs of that human tragedy,
persistently experienced in an ever complicated strategy of a consistent multi-dimensional attack
on peoples’ simple and very basic rights and civil liberties. ... We may not have yet started paying
the price of these sullen violations. But we already have an endless argument about the different
perspectives through which these environmental and societal changes can be seen and taken as a
matter of a normal evolution, or as serious problems? or collateral damages!? Unfortunately, ...
none seems seriously engaged in the real cause and origin of these accumulating offsets and
consequences.

For the last fifteen years, and since the early 1990s in particular, we have been
bombarded by an uninterrupted and persistent series of shocking news including some prevalent
outbursts of local and regional instabilities, horrendous reports of an unwavering attack on
protective social norms and human values, and excessive legislation for a systematic erosion
of the very precepts of societal liberation and human civilisation, especially those positive
and honourable tenets of the European civilisation, embedded in the slogan of Liberty,
Equality and Fraternity. What is really infuriating is that most if not all of these recent changes
were equally enforced upon both world leaders and masses under some abnormal and
“fabricated” circumstances that can no more be accepted.

For once, we shall have the courage to ask why do we only have to choose between either being
a wolf or a sheep. Why can’t we instead, and once in our lives, have the choice to be the
shepherds!? Why can’t we choose to use our own calculations to decide our destinies and their
related course of action?

Across history, the intrinsic worth and dignity of human beings were venerated by many cultures
and civilisations. There was a line of successive social reforms... some of which can be traced
back some four thousand years; that were able to deal successfully and meticulously with the
most complicated cases of societal declination at the time when Europe was still plunged in the
Dark Ages. However, and according to our modern history, restructuring campaigns during the
revolutionary era of the 1790s culminated with the pinning down of the notion of human rights
in the enforceable laws of some Western countries, such as the French Declaration of the Rights
of Man and of the Citizen of 1789 and the U.S Bill of Rights of 1791. The idea of rights was then
further developed and broadened following WW2 with a series of international conventions, such
as the Universal Declaration of Human Rights of 1948, the European Convention for the
Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms of 1950, the International Convention
on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination of 1965, and the International Covenant
on Civil and Political Rights and the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural
Rights of 1966...

These declarations are customarily conceptualised in terms of three generations: The first
generation involves freedom of speech and assembly. The second generation involves the
economic, social and cultural rights indispensable for man’s dignity and the free development
of his personality. The third generation involves the free disposal of people’s wealth and natural
resources. ... The first and second generation rights are mainly concerned with the rights of
individuals while third generation rights are concerned with the rights of peoples.
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Despite the general assertion that different peoples have different formulations of human rights,
depending on their different views and prioritizations of liberal, economic or social values, first
generation rights may be acknowledged as undeniable international values... Considering the
problematic difference between the obligations to refrain from ‘cruel or degrading punishments’
of the first generation rights and obligations in accordance with the ‘right of everyone to be free
from hunger’ of those of the second generation, the latter involves not simply a refrain from
pursuing policies that lead to starvation, but ‘also involve a positive duty to ensure an equitable
distribution of world food supplies in relation to need’. Chris Brown explains that... even with
the assumption of goodwill, ‘to think in terms of having a right to something that could not be
achieved’... is to ‘undermining more precise claims of rights which can be achieved’. ‘Some
states may seek to use economic and social rights more directly to undermine political rights’...
And, the Poor’s right to assistance that creates a duty on the Rich to assist should in turn create
a right for the Rich to insist that the Poor have a duty ‘not to worsen their plight’...But any
condition of this kind cannot but to ‘contradict another widely supported economic and social

right that ‘all peoples have the right of self determination’*°.

The latest wave of international humanitarian reform, though politically and rhetorically
powerful, is now facing many practical impediments and uncertainties. Although less restrictive;
largely because of the horrors of the successive World Wars; the universal status of human rights
is now challenged by many critics. Human rights cannot be enforced globally unless there
are rights that can be recognized globally. These universal rights, on the other hand, cannot be
implemented successfully unless there is an international power that can enforce them both
decisively and fairly.

After the Rwanda and Bosnia conflicts, there was an increasing consensus that extreme human
rights violations should be dealt with by the international community... Not to talk about the real
causes and circumstances of these conflicts, as Chris Brown*' explains, the urgency of an
international response to such unrestrained atrocities has been accompanied by the
emergence of another challenge concerning the ‘actual privileging of an essentially Western
notion of politics’, putting in question the ‘alleged universality of human rights’... And what is
really worrying in this Western perception; which may be unacceptable as a universal view of
human values; is that purely “realist” intellectual bearing, and that merely materialistic
approach to world’s societies. This was best summarised by Elisabet Sahtouris*> who once
wrote:

40 J. Baylis and S. Smith (eds.), The Globalization of World Politics: An introduction to international
relations, 2" Ed. (New York: Oxford University Press), 2001, p.609

41 Chris Brown is professor of International Relation at the London School of Economics. He is the
author of International Relations Theory: New Normative Approaches (1992), editor of Political
Restructuring in Europe (1994), author of Understanding International Relations (1997) and some three
dozen articles and chapters in international political theory.
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Western culture, now globally dominant, has systematically trained us to think and act as though
we are separate individuals, often in competition with each other for scarce resources of one sort or
another, primarily money, which has become the perceived means to all we want and need in life .3

The US example as world hegemon

While expected to rule decisively and fairly, the United States, disappointingly, was and is still
portraying the worst possible facet of the injustices of our contemporary world’s dominant
philosophy of realism. American diplomat George Kennan gives us an example of the true US
realist standpoint that regards the pursuit of rights as an ‘unnecessary, sometimes even a
dangerous extravagance, often at odds with [the US] national interest™**. ..

Kennan declares that ‘if others want to advocate changes in their conditions, fine; no objection;
but not the State Department or the White House. They have more important things to do’#. US
secretary of state Henry Kissinger who once said that ‘ninety percent of the politicians give the
other ten percent a bad reputation’ is another perfect “promotion” of such cruel reality. With his
personal guidance; under orders of President Nixon; he orchestrated a coup in Chile on
September 11, 1973 (not 2001), overthrowing the democratically elected president Salvador
Allende, replacing him with a ‘brutal military dictatorship headed by General Augusto Pinochet’.
Pinochet was responsible for the slaughter of thousands of Chileans with anti-US sentiments, to
set up later, and with US assistance, an ‘international death squad linking secret police throughout
Latin America’*®. The same Henry Kissinger; but with President Ford this time; issued on
December 7, 1975 (not 1941), an explicit green light for the slaughter of more than 200,000
people in one day only, in East Timor; about one third of the island’s population. ‘A day of
infamy and genocide’ that, according to Noam Chomsky, was ‘the worst slaughter relative to
population since the Holocaust™*’. As recorded in the declassified documents, Kissinger was not
worried about the hundreds of thousands of innocent victims of his blind “balance of power”
policies. ‘It is important that whatever you do succeeds quickly’, he told President Suharto in
Jakarta on the eve of the invasion. ‘We would be able to influence the reaction in America if
whatever happens, happens after we return**,

Having stated these few specific examples, again, it might not be the people involved or
responsible for these decisions and actions who are to be blamed or criticized. It is rather the
mentality that convinced them to think and behave in such a wicked manner; the same mentality
that ordered at a later stage the 1994 slaughter of some 800,000 Rwandan Tutsis’ men, women
and children, “chopped” with axes and machetes, in one of the worst massacres and most terrible
genocides witnessed by humankind in recent history. It was the same practice that caused,
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through economic sanctions, the death of 1.5 million Iraqgis by 1999; more than 500 times the
death toll of September 11°. It was the same political strategy that encouraged Saddam Hussein
through the then American Ambassador to Iraq April Glaspy to attack in August 1990 the
supposedly US allies and friends in Kuwait; an action that can be used later as an excuse to invade
Irag, for the sole objective of controlling the second largest oil resources and split OPEC or
weaken it from within®, including the safeguard of Israel’s regional hegemony... Exactly the
same tactic that was then used in February 2005 with the assassination of the Lebanese ex Prime
Minister Rafik el-Hariri; an incentive to pursue French support for US strategic aims in the
Middle East, and a pretext for escalating US threats against Damascus and all other parties and
regimes that fail to fully collaborate with Washington...

Reading through the internationally recognised human rights, we discover that the U.S is
presently breaking every single aspect and dimension of these rights. The presently well-
established immunity of individuals against torture or cruel treatment or punishment, for example,
‘has had little effect on U.S practice’®®. ‘While the US government is quick to chide other
countries for alleged human right violations... America itself has vehemently fought against an
international anti-torture pact’>. A UN report released in February 2006 described the
Guantanamo camp in Cuba®?, where some 500 inmates are being held without trial for a
consecutive fifth year, is a centre of torture and ‘cruel, inhumane or degrading treatment’.
Following the report, Dr Sentamu, the Archbishop of York, wrote in the Independent on Sunday
19" February 2006, urging the UN Human Rights Commission to take legal action against the
U.S. asking ‘if their guilt is beyond doubt, then why are the Americans afraid to bring them to
trial?’. Dr Desmond Tutu also described the camp as ‘disgraceful” and the lack of public outcry
particularly in the U.S as ‘saddening’. He told BBC Radio 4 on 24" February 2006 that under
the apartheid too, people were held for ‘unconscionably long periods’. Referring to Mr Blair’s
attempt to hold terror suspects for up to 90 days without charge, he said: ‘Ninety days for a South
African is an awful deja-vu, because we had in South Africa, in the bad old days, a 90-day
detention law’*°,
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On 6 March 2003, Jonathan Turley; a law professor at George Washington University; wrote in
the Los Angeles Times, under the title of Rights on the Rack, that Americans ‘are now
driving the new market for torture-derived information. We have gone from a nation
that once condemned torture to one that contracts out for torture’. This is, unfortunately,
the sort of example the US, as world leader, is giving to the rest of the world. The privacy
and human rights annual 7th report published in November 2004 by the Electronic Information
Centre and Privacy International shows a worrying trend of drastic governmental measures
used and abused by many countries around the world, in the name of fighting “terrorism”, with
serious effects on people’s privacy and their civil liberties. Most governments around the world
have pursued ‘policies that aim at increasing identification schemes and the surveillance of
communications for law enforcement and national security agencies, weaken data protection,
and intensifying data sharing and collection practices’. ... Surveillance measures, originally used
for legitimate purposes, are now being used for matters that are not proportionate to the objective
of fighting against terrorism, including other unrelated purposes. ‘The UK is still ahead of every
other country in its use of its technology with one camera installed for every 14 residents and a
300 percent increase in cameras in the last three years’. The establishment of DNA along with
other health information databases has also been growing rapidly in their use and scope. Some
governments have created national DNA databases, with the intention of including the whole
population in the long term, as well as the indefinite retention of that database as in the UK. What
IS more worrying nonetheless, is the unregulated sharing of these personal and health information
databases between different government bodies and agencies, and most importantly, the
delegation of the task of collecting and storing this extremely sensitive information to
irresponsible and unaccountable private companies, the consequences of which policy can be
disastrous and beyond imagination”>*.

The PHR report says: ‘The government is pressing to allow for public bodies to be able to share
more information and the creation of “electronic life records” and a comprehensive “population
register”’. Privacy International’s Director, Simon Davies, said that ‘governments are joining
together their data systems. They are sharing information to a greater extent each year with the
private sector’, the results of which policy, ‘personal information from government computers
are regularly disclosed inadvertently or for profit’. Describing the report as ‘disturbing’, Davies
concluded: ‘the spectre of terrorism has at last become the device that any government can
deploy to entrench the powers they always sought. The situation has become a dangerous
farce’®. ... The failure of Western moral standards might then be found in the hopelessness
and scepticism of Western societies about human goodness that pushed them into a selfish and
immoral strife for survival, laying the foundation for our contemporary flawed ethics of egoism,
victimization and double standards... Tomas Pogge in this instance suggests that the West failure
to stick to their moral values ‘may constitute not merely a lack of beneficence, but our active
impoverishing, starving, and killing millions of innocent people by economic means’°°.
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The roots of the failure

In an article under the title Sovereignty, Rights and Justice, Chris Brown (2002) criticized the
failure of the involved academic literature to make any effort that can ‘do justice to the scale of
the crisis faced by the current order’. He stressed on a that widespread sense, all over the world
and at all levels, which is clearly confirming that ‘we live in a world gone wrong’®’. He
examined an article written by Susan Strange under a punning title, The West-failure System,
where she put the blame of the current world crisis on the ‘Westphalia System’ that ‘is now
unambiguously an obstacle to the realization of a just and functioning world’°8. As a leading
figure in British IR for a generation, and as a robust and uncompromising realist who was
resolutely opposed to normative theories, Strange argues that the market economy that grew up
under the Westphalia System in coherence with the sovereign state has now extended itself in the
world to the point where this symbiotic relationship has been terribly broken. The resulting
incapacity of the sovereign state to perform the role it once did is now causing some very seriously
damaging effects on human welfare and social security. We must remember here that this
powerful indictment is actually issued by a writer who could never be accused of promoting an
unrealistic, utopian, vision of the world. As Chris Brown expands, ‘the fact that, at the end of her
life, she could draw such radical conclusions about the legitimacy of the system is in itself
telling’. Chris Brown, on this occasion, highlights some of Strange’s main concerns,
demonstrating that ‘The global financial system is now beyond the control of any
government and of the institutions that governments have created to attempt monetary
management’ such as the WTO whose efforts to regulate trade are of secondary importance to
the motivations of the giant corporations which dominate global production®®...

When we understand the power of money [or Moneycracy] in both the stimulation and
obstruction of both unconstructive and constructive research initiatives [and of the research
councils that back and fund these researches], we can then understand the sudden extinction of
scientific findings that recently raised the alarm over many products and technologies
increasingly used in almost every single house, especially in the Global North’s societies...
When it becomes normal for Tony Blair to directly and blatantly ask a prominent chief scientist
in London to ‘shut up’ [or else] over the latter’s remarks on the imminent dangers of the ozone
layer depletion and global warming, we will then understand why we do not hear about these
serious dangers and concerns any more...Maybe it is the same New World Logic that allows
these powerful individuals and groups to abuse their powers, as it could also be the same New
World Order that encourages individual states to act selfishly and carelessly, dodging their
responsibilities, while there are no possible or practical means to control, and no effective ways
to sanction or bring to account the most influential or powerful individual groups or countries
who are in fact or may be the biggest and worst violators of all national and international laws,
of the very natural rights of all living systems, and of all peoples’ conditions and preconditions
of survival on this planet earth.
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Export Credit Agencies (ECAs)®, for example, are now among the most powerful players in
international business. They are also among the least accountable and transparent of publicly
funded institutions, having no transparent or well-defined environmental standards, and like all
other International Financial Institutions (IFIs), they lack any mandatory human rights
guidelines... Governments remain largely unaccountable for the impact of these institutions’
policies and projects to which they have “agreed”, and there are no effective mechanisms in
these institutions for enabling civil society groups to participate in their decision making
processes or monitor them effectively. Official procedures that are required to file a complaint
against these institutions are very complicated... The decision to consider a complaint is
decided by board members who also, themselves, select and appoint the staff who carry out
these investigations!

On the other hand, the majority of the funds or resources loaned by these IFls to Third World
countries are made conditional upon the acceptance of structural “adjustment” reforms that do
not take into account these countries’ needs and priorities. These “planned” adjustments will
always have a major adverse macroeconomic impact on Third World countries, where the masses
will be the first and the most to be affected, especially the poor. There is very little publicly
available information on these enforced structural reforms, while Third World governments have
no great deal of power, if any, within these IFIs. In most cases they will be forced to bypass their
legal obligations, while consecutive governments will be bound by these agreements despite the
clear violation of their local constitutions. Besides, these governments will be forced to honour
the payment of their public foreign debts regardless of their national priorities for budget
allocations, and regardless of the possible grave consequences of prioritizing such obligations
above the fundamental needs and rights of their own citizens... What is even worse and much
more dangerous is that while these IFIs are claiming to help and encourage the economic
development of these week and vulnerable societies, they evidently ignore the fact that while
these “blackmailed” countries continue to devote large percentage of their budgets to these
payments, their indebtedness continue to grow, having sometimes to borrow more monies
to cover former debts with other International Financial Institution!

I will conclude with these two statements from two of the leading players in globalized Capitalism,
the very system in which they have gained their ‘enormous wealth’:

What an astonishing thing it is to watch a civilisation destroy itself because it is unable to re-examine
the validity, under totally new circumstances, of an economic ideology.®
Sir James Goldsmith (1994)

Although | have made a fortune in the financial markets, | now fear that the untrammelled
intensification of Laissez-Faire Capitalism and the spread of market values into all areas of life
are endangering our open and democratic society. The main enemy of the open society, | believe,
is no longer the Communist but the Capitalist threat.5?

George Soros (1997)

60 ECAs are government bodies that use taxpayers’ money to promote a countries foreign trade by
insuring companies against the main commercial and political risks of operating abroad. These agencies
are usually protected by law against any obligation to release details of any project they finance!
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To sum up, Goldsmith and Soros are in fact telling us here, and clearly, that ‘the current course
of economic globalization cannot continue without threatening the very survival of
humanity’®®, Elisabet Sahtouris, again, elaborating on the writings of the distinguished historian
Arnold Toynbee, wrote that after a long and deep scrutiny of the past twenty three civilisations,
Toynbee has also discovered that two of the most important common factors in the demise of
those preceding civilisations were ‘the extreme centralisation of wealth (George Soros’ warning)
and inflexibility in the face of changing conditions within and around them (Sir James Goldsmith’s
warning)’®4. She then highlights the continuous extortion of the interest and rights of individuals,
local communities and sovereign nations, by some few groups and mega corporations, now
globally legitimised by undemocratic and unelected new world’s institutions, such as the
World Trade Organisation:

The central problem, at present, is that the “democratic” congresses of some seventy hations
including the United States, have voted away the sovereignty of their nations by agreeing to
uphold the provisions of the World Trade Organization (WTQO), which can meet in secret and
challenge any laws made at any level in member nations (including their provinces, states,
counties or cities) if they are deemed to conflict with its interests. 5®

At the end, we can go back to Suzan Strange’s final remarks, when she points to an even more
direct threat to general human welfare of normal citizens of the West. Under the present
economic order, while global inequality is on the rise, with the least advantaged left to face
an increasingly violent civil strife, inequalities within ‘successful’ states is growing worse,
‘as the possibility that domestic welfare states can protect their peoples from the restructurings
forced on them by global capitalism recedes’®. There once upon a time was a state that used to act
as an agent for social justice. This can no more be the case under the logic of ‘an economic system
that is out of human control and serving no general interest’®’... Here, Strange, and
ultimately, concludes that it is not something that can be expected to happen under the
present system that any steps to avoid catastrophe can be practically at hand.
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What can be done?

The whole world is, or will soon be, facing some “untraditional” global threats requiring a full
global and unconditional cooperation and response... ‘Human affairs have reached the danger
level at which cooperation must restore the imbalances of aggressive competition and
hoarding if we are to survive’. These very imminent dangers are of concern to everyone...
‘crushing poverty for one half of humanity against a rising abundance for a small minority
is a recipe for homelessness, desperation, and violence such as terrorism, and even suicidal
martyrdom’ ... ‘for many people, the future is bleak, resembling what the realist English
political philosopher Thomas Hobbes described in 1651 as solitary, poor, nasty, brutish
and short’®®. .. As once George Soros said: ‘There is something wrong with making the
survival of the fittest a guiding principle of civilized society. This social Darwinism is
based on an outmoded theory of evolution®; a view that was adopted as the rationale for an
unjust dog-eat-dog world of antagonistic capitalist competition...

As Peter Singer put it, ‘we cannot continue to say nations should do what is in their best
interest’... ‘“We need a more educated democratic public that supports ethical principles, rather
than simply national selfishness’’... “We need to create the conditions for the many miserable
societies, so burdened with poverty and insecurity, to make the breakthrough, where they can
educate or at least assure the basic minimal health care and safe water supply for the next
generation, so that they can then move to self-help and become independent of foreign aid’...
After all, we need to change that mentality of greed and selfishness, which is, or may very well
be, the primary source of all human problems and agonies... Regrettably, it looks like we can no
longer rely on empty promises... From the New International Economic Order (NIEO) that won
in 1974 an overwhelmingly YES vote in the UN to change and modify the unfair rules of its
previous Bretton Woods Order, to the Millennium Development Goals that were approved by
the UN General Assembly in the year 2000, many conferences and summits full of
“anaesthetizing” promises were declared to silence peoples’ reaction each time a new injustice
comes to light... Yet, none of these promises were fulfilled... I am not suggesting here another
destructive mass revolution; a very critical subject, the details of which will be discussed in the
following chapter; neither am I trying to incite the masses to take matters into their own hands...

Trying to draw a simple example from the human body; a living system with ‘healthy politics
and economics’ and which is intimately familiar to all human beings, regardless of their world
views, or of their personal, political or spiritual persuasions; Sahtouris wonders when will human
diversity be recognized to be as necessary and creative as the diversity of our cells and organs?
... Reflecting on the reasons that make our individual cells and organs behave communally,
and on the horrible consequences should they instead choose to follow their self-interest
competitiveness; where a relatively few “win” and most “lose”; she concludes that ‘if we can
answer this critical question biologically, we will gain important insight for applying the
lessons of nature to our human affairs’’*.
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What is really interesting here is that Sahtouris’ suggestions can practically form a very
workable example of that badly needed common and reasonable starting point’2, where different
people of different backgrounds can integrate to, first, learn when to combine a true passion for
justice with an honest acceptance of ‘unpleasant’ realities, and where they can combine their
efforts, on both the local and the international level, so that they can effectively deal with the
current political, financial and social threats, starting with the “possibly” deteriorating social and
psychological problems involving their own families and children... After all, if these able
people, or at least those who still believe in the importance of the family as the foundation and
basic unit of society, do not take the initiative to teach their children some manners, then this future
generation will never be able to show any respect to their parents, who, in turn, will eventually
lose their “instinctive” love and mercy towards their children... This will lead to more
unreasonable punishments with some exceptional cases of abuse, which in turn lead to
unnecessary laws and legislation against any sort of disciplinary measures or actions; and we will
then be all swivelling like idiots in an endless cycle! ... If we do not advise or encourage our
girls to be “gentle”, to be delicate and tender, then we are going to have more divorces, more
separations and more broken families, and no one will ever be keen again to lock himself up in a
proper marriage. .. the possible outcome of which, one after another generation of bastards who
have nothing in common with the normal human being... to be rather used and abused in the
trade industry as working machines, or in the entertainment industry as mere animals. ..

Freedom was never for free; Never will it be... This might involve some small bills to be paid
here and there... but a small price, and a little sacrifice today, is better than losing everything
tomorrow... And as Valerie Gremillion once put it: ‘when you feel that fear to speak out,
that’s the time to speak or we won’t have that right anymore’.

Mazen Hajjar

October 2005
Revised in May 2006

72 People are all aware of such principles operating in our bodies, As Sahtouris put it, we seem to intuit
and practice them reasonably well at the family level... Not many people starve three of their children
to overfeed the fourth, for example, or beautify one corner of their garden by destroying the rest of it.
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