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The Current World Failure
A transparent Diagnosis

A World Gone Wrong

When we feel overwhelmed by a dominating trend and a “decadent philosophy” of
‘who wants to be a millionaire’, ‘deal or no deal’, ‘Big Brother’, ‘Got to Dance’, ‘Got
Talent’, ‘Idols’ and the ‘X Factor’...

And when we witness the drowning of all ethical, academic and scientific cultures in
the high seas of commercial advertising and consumers’ societies, and under the
pressures of large private transnational media, television and the film industry...

When we read about those heinous violations and abuses of millions of women and
girls who work as domestic servants, or trafficked for sexual exploitation (more than
500000 a year to Western Europe alone; which, according to an old UNDP report, is
estimated to be a $7 billion business’)...

And when we hear about the trafficking of millions of children who are forced into
debt bondage or other forms of slavery, into prostitution and pornography, into
participating in armed conflict or other illegal and criminal activities...

When we see this negligence and carelessness of those in charge regarding these
evident warnings about the increasing concentrations of greenhouse gases (which is
expected to cause enormous climate changes), and learn about the inability of the
current order to control or cope with the devastating consequences of these continuous
environmental degradations...

And when it becomes normal for a prominent British prime minister (who once
promised to be ‘purer than pure, whiter than white”) to directly and blatantly ask one
chief scientist in London to ‘shut up’ over the latter’s remarks on the imminent
dangers of ozone layer depletion and global warming...

When it becomes “business as usual” for some £14 million in secret loans, and from
the party that created the Electoral Commission and introduced the legislation for
compulsory registration of loans over £5000...

And when ‘financial sleazes’ become a common trademark of our New World’s
politics (i.e. the Tories’ “cash for questions” humiliations, outdone by the Labour’s
“cash for access” scandals; an unfamiliar political behaviour introduced by Tony Blair
into the British society)...



When we find ourselves living in these chaotic systems and “orders”, where there are
no societal harmonies, no common values, no rules to limit or even investigate the
abuses of the “bullies” or superpowers, and no effective laws to protect the rights of
both individuals and states at both national and international levels...

When Belgian troops (under a UN operation dubbed ironically ‘Restore Hope’) were
caught “roasting” a Somali boy (London Telegraph and AFP report, June 1997), to be
then sentenced by a military court to a month in jail and a 200 pounds fine!!!

And when an Italian battalion commander (under the same UN operation) sexually
abuses and then strangles a 13-year-old boy (AFP report, June 1997); an incident
commented upon by another “Peace Criminal” paratrooper quoted as saying: ‘What is
the big deal? They are just niggers anyway!’...

When the United States (as world leader, expected to rule and judge decisively and
fairly), disappointingly, was and still (behind all this horror) portraying the worst
possible facet and example of injustices and human rights violations...

When this “World Hegemon’ forces all global societies, or put them in a situation
where they have no choice but to accept the rules and limitations of one specific
socio-economic system and philosophy...

And when a handful of obscenely moneyed individuals turn up to be owning more
than half of this earth’s wealth, and when (based on Forbes and UNDP records) the
assets of the top few “billionaires” become more than the combined countries’ GNP
of almost half of our world’s population...

When US secretary of state Henry Kissinger (and under orders of President Nixon)
orchestrates a coup in Chile on September 11, 1973, overthrowing the democratically
elected president Salvador Allende, replacing him with a ‘brutal military dictatorship
headed by General Augusto Pinochet’ (who was responsible for the slaughter of
thousands of Chileans with anti-US sentiments), to set up later, an ‘international death
squad linking secret police throughout Latin America’...

When the same Henry Kissinger (but with President Ford this time) issues on
December 7, 1975 an explicit green light for the slaughter of more than 200,000
people in one day only, in East Timor (about one third of the island’s population)...

And when President Bush, Vice President Cheney, Condoleezza Rice and Donald
Rumsfeld (and as with most recent US administrations, controlled by ‘filthily rich’
businessmen and industrialists, tied and deeply involved in oil and other “fishy”
industries) are all found directly involved in all sorts of illicit activities, creating world
conflicts and “international hatred”, and for the sole interest of their own
pharmaceutical, energy and oil companies and corporations...

Then something in this world, in our societies, in our hearts, or in our minds,
must have gone terribly wrong.



The Roots of the Failure

These were just few samples (of what was “leaked”) of other hundreds of unrevealed
and much more serious heart breaking and “mind tormenting” violations of peoples’
human “necessities” (let alone their human rights), committed repeatedly on the wider
global arena in the name of democratization, of fighting extremism and “terrorism”,
and in the name of defending Western liberal values and civilization.

Having stated these few specific examples, again, it might not be the people involved
or responsible for those decisions and activities who are to be blamed or criticized...
It is rather the environment and attitude that convinced them to think and behave in
such an evil manner (the same mentality behind the “facilitation” of the 1994
slaughter of some 800,000 Rwandan Tutsis’ men, women and children, “chopped”
with axes and machetes, in one of the worst massacres and most terrible genocides
witnessed by humankind in recent history)...

And It is the social structure and process where those powerful individuals and groups
(and those who now speak undemocratically on behalf of the entire Western societies)
learned how to abuse their powers, and where they were encouraged to act selfishly
and dodge their responsibilities (the same practice that caused, through economic
sanctions, the death of 1.5 million Iragis by 1999)...

The real problem is in that misinterpreted philosophy of the so-called ‘Power Politics’
and that of that misleading ‘Political Realism’, emphasising and giving prominence to
this world’s injustices and inequalities, to ultimately make ‘the survival of the fittest’
a guiding principle of civilized societies (while there are no possible means to control,
and no effective ways to sanction the most powerful individuals, groups or countries
who are in fact the biggest and worst violators of human rights and necessities).

And it is in the current US politics (or in the policies of the recent US administrations)
plagued with the pessimism and prejudice of an abused “theory” (that of ‘Realism’),
and ruled by the greed of some selfish, inhuman and obsessed group of businessmen,
trying to enforce their rules and conditions of either “be with them or go to hell”.

Again, this is not an indictment against the American society, neither the US per se
that is responsible for what is happening... “Our planet’s” problem lies in this corrupt
system that allowed those businessmen (or business “creatures”) to be in charge of
such a rational and open-minded (and a supposedly free) people... The United States
is now the most advanced and (undoubtedly) the most powerful country in the world.
(Now regardless of how it happened, and whether these developments were really in
the general interest of the wider American society) It has now some of the best social,
medical, technological and academic institutions, run by the finest minds on earth.
But for these people and ‘elites’, at the end of the day, to be represented by that bunch
of imperious tycoons, movie “stars” and media magnets... THIS IS terribly worrying.



In the West, this social side of the failure is yet to show its destructive repercussion.
The other economic side of the current failure (or the current socio-economic crises)
seems to be having its most unpleasant implications on Western states and societies
(where the sort of “lifestyle” enjoyed by the normal citizen and throughout the last
sixty years is expected to change now and in a radical and dramatic way).

Under the present world economic order, and while global inequality is on the rise,
with the least advantaged left to face an increasingly violent civil strife, inequalities
within ‘successful’ states is growing worse (while domestic ‘welfare states’ is failing
to protect their peoples from the restructurings forced on them by ‘global capitalism’).

The systematic divestment of the so called “nanny” state from some of its most
important responsibilities is now threatening this frail equilibrium between the duties
of the capitalist state to encourage growth, and to provide a welfare state, which imply
completely different principles of organisation (though it seems working properly,
‘Advanced Capitalism’, and as Jiirgen Habermas in his Legitimation Crisis explains,
Is in fact undergoing continuous crises, which will eventually threaten the legitimacy
of the system, and so cause its collapse).

The recent history of MNCs - States relation shows that the gradual shift of power and
control from the latter to the former was obvious and much more serious nowadays
(From that time when national governments used to regulate the activities of both own
and foreign MNCs, to a later stage of world production with ‘borderless economies’
where the power of governments to manage their national economies has been eroded,
to our present day where the conditions under which wealth is created and distributed
are constantly perverted and extremely misrepresenting).

Recent “mergers” and “acquisitions” has concentrated industrial powers in the hands
of a small number of Trans-National Corporations, who were then able to use the bulk
of their economic powers and political positions to control (or to manipulate)
governments’ decisions and social conditions, and to forcefully and systematically
submit the concept and practice of international politics to their own shaped
architecture of global economy...

Then with one wave of ‘devolutions’ and ‘privatizations’, thousands of undemocratic
and unelected ‘quasi autonomous non-governmental organizations’ were introduced,
and vital public services were handed over to irresponsible corporations resulting in
an almost total loss of administrative responsibility and accountability (jeopardising
the ‘legitimacy’ of the whole system, threatening the very stability of the country;
should those “professional liars” in charge choose to keep denying this certain reality;
with disastrous consequences that nobody, this time, is going to be able to control).

Yet, those “up there” seem to be still not interested... still betting on the “ignorance”
of their peoples (and dormant masses). And while we are all witnessing these global
popular movements towards more transparent rights, freedom and “democracy”...
those “very few” who managed (so far, but not for long) to “hijack™ states’ decision
and peoples’ consent are still trying to suppress and obstruct (if they ever can) this
natural international social evolutionary process; “maybe” they can divert it into what
can be useful for the protection and continuity of their masterful hegemony.



Now or Never

We had a problem with a ‘New World Order’ deprived of any reference to human
common Vvalues, ethics and moral standards (an outcome of the Western societies’
scepticism and despair about “human goodness”, pushing them eventually into that
selfish and immoral strife for survival, laying the foundation for our contemporary
flawed ethics of egoism, victimization and double standards).

We had another problem with the “logic” of an ambiguous socio-economic system,
serving no general interest, going out of human control (a newly introduced system
of Neo-Capitalist Globalisation, motivated by the pursuit of profit and entertainment
as its main and mere concern).

And we have now problems with that “beneficiary minority” who is trying to develop
an ‘institution of violence’ that would enforce the rules of this new order and system
‘out of a conjured environment of panic and fear’; (mainly with the current grounding
for the coming violent confrontation, starting from the Middle East) a course of action
(encouraged by the “achievements” of previous experiences in Africa and the Balkan)
that cannot continue (this time) without threatening the very survival of humanity.

The following two statements were a direct and clear warning, and from two of the
leading players in globalized Capitalism, the very system in which they have gained
their enormous wealth:

What an astonishing thing it is to watch a civilisation destroy itself because it is unable
to re-examine the validity, under totally new circumstances, of an economic ideology.
Sir James Goldsmith (1994)

Although | have made a fortune in the financial markets, I now fear that the
untrammelled intensification of Laissez-Faire Capitalism and the spread of market values
into all areas of life are endangering our open and democratic society. The main enemy
of the open society — | believe — is no longer the Communist, but the Capitalist threat.
George Soros (1997)

Then comes the “decisive conclusion”, and from the leading figure (for a generation)
in British international relations (a ‘robust and uncompromising realist” who was
‘resolutely opposed to normative theories’)... At the end of her life, Suzan Strange,
putting the blame of the current world crises on the ‘Westphalia System’, she wrote
(and under a punning title, The West-failure System) that the market economy that
grew up under the Westphalia System in coherence with the sovereign state has now
extended itself to the point where this symbiotic relationship has been terribly broken.
She then elaborates that the resulting incapacity of the “sovereign state” to perform
the role it once did is now causing some obvious and very seriously damaging effects
on human welfare and social security... ‘The global financial system is now beyond
the control of any government and of the institutions that states have created to attempt
monetary management’, that ‘it is not something that can be expected to happen under
the present system, that any steps to avoid catastrophe can be practically at hand’.




There is something very urgent that needs to be done here... Something “different”,
and by people (or professional people) who are different... The peoples of the West
(and every single “able” person in every single Western state) should be “concerned”,
for they will surely be responsible (should they choose now not to be “responsible”)
for what is going (soon) to come out of this persistent carelessness and irresponsibility.

When we put this sort of emphasis on the “West Failure”, and when we “single out”
the US and the Western states and societies at large (from those worldwide violations
and “acts of barbarism”, committed by other regimes and “undemocratic” societies),
well this is for what the “West’ was able to possess of a helpful working environment,
and because of what the ‘hegemon’ there is monopolising of tools of manipulations,
“ruling” the way individuals think and interact, and how societies work and behave.

The involved academic literatures, and the current methods of academic researches,
are rather a hindrance to any systematic approach that can pragmatize the currently
confusing bulk of an endless and useless argument that there must be a way to locate
a truly independent group of “altruistic” intellectuals, who shall then be given
ultimate authority to periodically revise and assess the ongoing social development,
away from all sorts of manipulations and control.

Those in charge (and those currently dominating the system) must have the courtesy
to yield to some of these urgent mitigations (and to give up some of their privileges),
for we cannot keep guessing any more diagnoses... No more tendentious analyses,
and no more deceptive or senseless political debates.

All those who really “care” (and can make a difference) are now invited to cooperate
so that we can find some practical solutions, or at least to stop the current onslaught
on our very human civilisation... Or else, someone else, somewhere else will be keen
to take the lead and find the alternatives.

At the end, and as Valerie Gremillion (a neuroscientist and a strategic consultant)
once proclaimed: ‘when you feel that fear to speak out, that’s the time to speak
or we won’t have that right anymore’.

Mazen Hajjar
General Coordinator for the HIA
Humanist International Accord

Circulated in June 2006
Re-written in January 2012
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From: MAZEN HAJJAR <mazenhajjar@btinternet.com>
Subject: ‘Jaisall ol Al e 3ida5

To: "HeadQuarter" <honest4ever@hotmail.com>

Date: Tuesday, 8 January, 2013, 11:44

il dwliad Jainall Galil) Ay 3leis Lad o))Yly chludiny] e Ao Jold cilsa

Constructive critics are always helpful and do help parties to review their positions
and avoid past and present mistakes. This, however, is an eradicating or annihilating
baseless attack that cannot be accepted anymore.

Anyway, my letter was not a reply to this specific incident... We are just raising
our concern, and it is rather a warning about the possible consequences of an
aggressive and unprecedented attack on a whole society that counts to up to 25% of
our world’s population... This was addressed to those I mentioned in my letter,
and they have got the message.

We have already received some adequate explanations of the situation, and how hard
it is for the responsible authorities to deal with such a complicated and deep-rooted issue.
Nevertheless, they are taking it seriously, and we believe some of those wise men will
be doing their best to find a solution.
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