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The ‘Strategy of Containment’ initiative

Brief statement of the Main Points

The Strategy of Containment initiative is an ambitious and high-aspiring project
that has the safeguard of the international security (with a stress on the nation
or peoples” security rather than that of the states) and the fortification of the
global stability as its ultimate goal. Nevertheless, and owing to the currently
expanding and wide-reaching threats of political carelessness and extremism
in the Middle-East (especially in the ‘Arab and Muslim world’), the priority
is to be given now (and as a starting point) for those who can initiate that work
from this crucial and dangerously volatile part of our world.

The associated mobility and actions of this initiative have been already tried
and in different quarters and localities during the summer of the year 2014.
This was through the set-up of ‘Regional Meetings’ where experts, activists,
and intelligentsias (officials and partisans of different factions and backgrounds)
were all invited to discuss the current socio-political developments and crises,
including the different dangers threatening their private and common interests
(with a careful assessment and prioritisation of these threats) so as to establish
a common ground for a comprehensive and constructive effort to deal with
these local and regional explosive failures first, and to “excavate” and identify
those who can contribute and participate in a much more serious joint action
for a more attainable international stability and global security and peace.



There is a very carefully studied plan and course of actions for the attainment

of the Regional Meetings’ goals (detailed in the Arabic version of the initiative).

However, there are some urgently needed preparatory steps and prerequisites

that need to be strategically planned for the wider arena, an exemplar of which

can be illustrated in the following points:

To pave the way for the establishment of a group of wise men and
clean-minded intellectuals and professionals, for the containment
of the currently explosive situation inside the ‘Islamic world’ first,
and for a bit more serious work towards some effective solutions,
and by the right people who can really help.

To encourage and urge all current authorities and decision makers
to consider the possible benefits of an impartial special institution
that can skilfully tackle the threats of the local and global failure
within the perspectives of a positive and comprehensive strategy,
possibly prioritising the general interests of our peoples as well as
our governmental institutions and states.

To search and weigh the feasibility of some internationally agreed
‘Common Human Values’ that can be taken as a reference and
starting point for any practical and helpful international cooperation
for the safeguard of local and global stability and peace.

To assist the approval of some universal definitions of the concepts
of security and terrorism — and other controversial terms — so as to
cooperate and integrate (at all levels) in our collective pursuit for
some reasonable solutions and remedies for those threatening
flaws and dangers our world is plagued with nowadays.



The ‘Strategy of Containment’ initiative

Introduction

In this brief introduction, | will be talking about the ‘social evolutionary process’
in general, and in some parts of the world, looking at its different phases — the
positive/progressive and the negative/regressive — and focusing on the real
direction of the current one. | will be exploring the flaws and dangers of the
current ‘world order’ and all of the political, economic and social systems,
focusing on the roots of the failure, comparing the threats facing those
‘developed’ and ‘civilized’ entities — the West in particular — with those
threatening the presence and continuity of an old establishment, or forms of
governments, in other parts of the so-called ‘underdeveloped’ world and
especially in the Middle East.

| will be purposely talking about the last major societal change — during the
French revolution — and about the conditions that led to that ‘reign of terror’
and executions; something that somehow seems to be similar to what is
happening nowadays in the Middle East, or in the ‘Arab and Muslim world’.

| will then try to expose the unconstructive — or destructive — strategies
followed by the careless minorities — local and international —in an area where
an imminent new inclusive transformation is about to take place, explaining
the gravity and magnitude of that presently followed ‘war of eradication’
against all those who can guarantee a peaceful adjustment, or less vicious
social change. The possible worldwide damaging consequences of what seems
to be a local threat will highlight the necessity of an unconditional cooperation,
or for leaving “some space” for a proper and constructive initiative for the
containment of a situation that is just about to go out of control.



There are suggestions referring our world’s constant changes and global
transformations to a ‘human and social evolution from a primitive form to
a more and more progressive and “civilized” lifestyle’. There are also
propositions that there might be some sort of a decline, which may be
restricted to matters involving the ethical traditions and moral standards
of the society as a whole. But there are other proven assumptions that
humanity — or the human society — is now “developing” backward, or
evolving in a very regressive way.

There seems to be a problem with a ‘New World Order’ deprived of any
reference to human common values, ethics or moral standards. This
problem may be linked to an ‘ambiguous socio-economic system,
serving no general interest, going out of human control’. But if we look
around us nowadays, it looks like it is becoming a normal scene and a
routine to be assaulted and on a daily basis by barbaric acts of violence,
lunatic victimizations, lack of dignity, lies and deception... Something
that reminds us of what Aristotle some two thousand years ago said:
‘Man when perfected is the best of animals, but when separated from
law and justice he is the worst of all’.

Injustice is becoming widespread, while double-standard, selfishness
and recklessness are all reaching ridiculous levels. This could be the
expected outcome of an untrammelled materialistic ideology, advocating
the idea that human nature is grounded in egoism, that ‘all laws are
merely conventions and that what is “natural” is the pursuit of the self-
interest’. Maybe it is an outcome of the “death” of that more prudent
concept of the social order as a reflection of human nature; a system of
exchanging mutual benefits and cooperation which cannot exist without
a society, and that for which societies exist; a ‘political community with
an overarching ethical purpose, namely, that of melding the raw material
of its members into a “self-sufficient” and “harmonious” whole’.



There are some very worrying socio-economic crises, especially in the
West, where this social side of the failure is yet to show its destructive
repercussion. The other economic side seems to be having its most
unpleasant implications on Western states and societies, where the sort
of “lifestyle” enjoyed by the normal citizen and throughout the last sixty
years is expected to change now and in a radical and dramatic way.

The following two statements were a direct and clear warning, and from
two of the leading players in globalized Capitalism, the very system in
which they have gained their enormous wealth:

What an astonishing thing it is to watch a civilisation destroy itself
because it is unable to re-examine the validity, under totally new
circumstances, of an economic ideology.

Sir James Goldsmith (1994)

Although | have made a fortune in the financial markets, | now fear
that the untrammelled intensification of Laissez-Faire Capitalism and
the spread of market values into all areas of life are endangering our
open and democratic society. The main enemy of the open society —
| believe — is no longer the Communist, but the Capitalist threat.

George Soros (1997)

Under the present world economic order, and while global inequality is
on the rise, with the least advantaged left to face an increasingly violent
civil strife, inequalities within ‘successful’ states is growing worse. And
what could be much more worrying, what Susan Strange — a leading
figure in British IR for a generation, and as a robust and uncompromising
realist who was resolutely opposed to normative theories — recently and
at the end of her professional life concluded that it is not something that
can be expected to happen under the present system, that any steps to
avoid catastrophe can be practically at hand!



The French revolution is one of the most important periods of political
and social upheaval in Europe’s political history, during which the French
governmental structure underwent radical changes in the old aristocratic
order of the ‘Ancien Régime’, causing violent turmoil as a result of an
unorganized social reform, when contingent and incidental alliances
were formed — as what is happening nowadays — between different
classes who might have had no prior common agenda, and most
probably nothing in common. The most notorious characteristic of that
sudden societal change was indeed in the succeeding executions,
repression and a ‘reign of terror’, including warfare involving every other
major European power.

Edmund Burke once warned that once the existing loyalties and
attachments of people are undermined through the encouragement of
their individual elements to think and judge in terms of abstract and
selfish conceptions, the habitual sentiments and beliefs on which a
society depends — these ‘public affections’, as Burke calls them — will be
dissolved, the ‘drapery of life’ will be torn aside, and the ‘pleasing
illusions’ will be exposed, where and when we will be drawn back in the
violence of the state of nature in which all moral duties will be
suspended. Looking at what happened during and after the French
Revolution, we will be amazed how accurate these ‘reflections’ are,
bearing in mind that “unanimous” acknowledgment of what Burke
predicted of ‘tendencies within any commercial society which pushed in
the direction of barbarism, philistinism, and unstable immoderation’,
where, should these tendencies gain the upper hand, ‘A commercial
society operating purely on principle of selfish gain, would not even be
able to conduct commerce’... “Trustworthiness and keeping to the spirit
of agreement are unable to sustain themselves in a wholly egoistic
environment’. Here Burke foresees the collapse, not only of what he
calls the spirit of religion and of gentleman, but of the commercial
economy as well, and as a result.



In other parts of the world, and especially in the Middle East, “blind
extremism” is currently reaching a very dangerous level where the
consequences of the current suppressive contempt and monopolism are
threatening not only local regimes, but the stability of the whole world.
Social and political awareness there, however, has become so extensive
that it is really impossible to keep enforcing any of those old tactics
which were previously used to preserve the stability of an awkward
social order, as it is certainly dangerous to keep attempting to do so.

On one hand, we have a minority — or different minorities — carelessly
monopolizing all sort of human essential needs. On the other, we have
religion that can be seen from a certain perspective as an ‘expression
and repository of all the deepest dissatisfactions of these human beings’.
If society is corrupt the people turn to religion. If society is grossly unjust,
then the victims turn to religion. If that society reduces the human being
to a materialist unit and leaves him deeply unsatisfied, then he finds
ultimate refuge in religion. These unmet human needs, As Mark Gopin
explains, along with the ridiculously unfair systems of wealth distribution,
issues of empowerment, humiliation and psychological trauma, including
that special need to ‘integrate while still being unique’, seem to be the
most fundamental causes of religious conflicts and extremism. But there
are those wise religious people who discovered a balance between the
need to be unique and the need to integrate, and who can usually
‘discuss their religiosity in the most peaceful and constructive way’;
These very people — who are being subject to a systematic eradication
by the careless minorities there — are the ones and only ones who can
play the role of a constructive bridge between the ‘angrier expressions’
of each of their religions and the rest of the world.

It may hold a ‘depository of laws and ideas that can plunge humanity
In the most destructive status of bloodshed, hatred and intolerance’,
yet, and as a reservoir of pro-social values of profound effectiveness,
religion could also form the basis of a global civilisation where conflict
will be limited to its non-violent constructive variety if wisely approached.




Marc Gopin, in that effect, considers religion as the missing cornerstone
of indispensable laws and ideas ‘that have provided civilization with
cultural commitments to critical peace related values’. If addressed and
utilized adequately, ‘religion can form the basis for a harmonious
coexistence and interaction between world religions and between
religious and secular people and societies, both locally and globally’. He
then — as many other intellectuals — stresses that, ‘with the development
of better skills and deeper understanding, we do have the capacity to
move the world community in a far better direction’... He once wrote:

If the traditional forms of analysis of religions and of social conflict
insist that religions must continue to do violence to democratic
culture and to the pursuit of a peaceful, civil society, then that is
what the scholars will find and what some theologians will create.
If, however, the world of thoughtful people is open to the infinite
hermeneutic variability of religious traditions, one may discover,
in the most surprising places of the religious world, the basis for a
future that allows for coexistence between religious and secular
people globally and even for a shared vision of civil society.

In other words, if we have to insist on accusing an innocent person of a
certain indignity or crime, this person, eventually, might have no choice
but to resort to what he has been already accused of. His sin or offence
shall then not be judged as inherited... It will definitely be the creation of
our own stubborn prejudice.

Portraying religion as a mere source of conflicts and extremism,
interpreting it — and especially the religion of Islam — as an associate and
a cradle for terrorism and barbarism, seems to be beneficial to someone
who may need, if he has to go, to show all those concern the alternative.
The late Paris attacks — and 9/11 before — could have never been done
without a proper logistic help from an organized or official state agency.
And it is up to those “responsible” to decide when to put an end for that.




The critical job of establishing an intellectually pacific interpretation of
religious ethics and laws should be left to the “wise insiders”. Those
insiders will always be in a better position to understand the central role
that religion plays in the inner life and social behaviour of the average
fellow religious practitioner, and can certainly develop an alternative to
the contemporary appeal of extremism and of the many fomenters of
violence to otherwise decent people.

There was always that question about the crucial role religions can play
in setting standards and restraining men’s passions, especially at the
time of major societal turbulences where all rational ways of judgment
will be usually shut down. There was also that question of whether
morality was ever possible without religion, and that widespread belief
that only an ‘afterlife’ can supply adequate motives for moral actions.
Can morality be based on purely prudential grounds? Is it true that a
‘personal morality’ — as Hobbes once reasoned that it can be derived
from our dependence on each other for the meeting of our needs — can
be a suitable alternative to a general and ‘transcendent’ social morality?

Social change is an inevitable phenomenon or process witnessed
throughout human history, every time the existing social order comes to
be realized as a threat to the ‘natural order’ that protects the stable and
habitual life of society. Herbert Spencer was the first to inspire the
systematic study of ethics from an evolutionary perspective. In his early
writings, He sought to account for societal evolution through a
competitive struggle for the ‘survival of the fittest’. In later years,
however, the ‘matured’ Spencer had to refine his theory, making it clear
that what he meant by the word “fittest”, in his ‘survival of the fittest’
struggle theory, was merely those who were able to ‘adapt’ to the new
social circumstances of an ongoing human experience and societal
interaction; thus, that struggle for the survival was not a matter of ‘man
against man, but man against a changing environment’.



At the end, we must all understand that to keep using the same story of
“terrorism” and “international terrorism” as the only way to secure
obedience is becoming a very dangerous game. It is even much more
dangerous — especially for those guys in the Middle East — to keep
relying on the same Dark Ages’ policies to secure personal privileges
and unconditional selfish enjoyment of public wealth... Societal change
IS now a matter of time... How this is going to happen and what will be
the mode and mood of such imminent change!? Again this is entirely up
to the current leadership of the so-called democratic and semi-
democratic countries, along with those “perennial” Army Generals,
Kings, Sultans and Emirs of the rest of the world to choose its course.

We really do not have time, and we really have to start doing something.
We must, for once, put our differences aside, and learn when to combine
a true passion for justice with an honest acceptance of some occasional
‘unpleasant’ realities. We must cooperate and combine our efforts on
both the local and international levels so that we can effectively achieve
some sort of a real security and peace. After all, we cannot live together
if we are to keep the bad experiences of our past in mind. And if we
have to agree with the current call to exclude past customs and
traditions, then it is exactly and exclusively that bad experience of the
consequences of our undeveloped and sometimes primitive mentality
that we must fight... It is ignorance, it is selfishness, it is inconsideration,
it is the denial of the other, and it is the mentality of exclusion and hatred
that we must exclude; a minimum requirement of our supposedly
advanced cultures so we can live in harmony and enjoy global peace.

And finally, we would better believe that the fundamental nature of the
human mind is essentially pure and good. It is important to understand
that only when, under certain circumstances, this mind becomes polluted
or_distorted that evil, abuse or wrong can occur. And it is in our interest
as human beings to believe that it is never impossible, never too late,
for those ‘outlandish’ negative aspects to be mended or removed.
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This project involves the establishment of an exclusive circle of specialized academicians
and experienced professionals for the reassessment of the
current definitions and concepts of Security and Peace, to weigh the value and practicality
of the new related concepts of Human Security and especially that of International Security

’

and prepare the ground for the development of the different concerned organizations

, or for what can these organisations
be replaced with of more appropriate institutions ,
taking the current systems’ failures and social transformations or developments into account.

CCS’s raisons d'étre

It is getting more and more obvious that our present-day world

is vulnerable and seems to be threatened by much more serious dangers than ‘terrorism’.
This is not to belittle the danger or disparage the threat of terrorism; and if we are to abide
by the current rules of the game, ‘terrorism’ is a vague term that needs to be well defined.
This vague term is becoming an easy slogan to justify the suspension of civilized principles,
and a dangerous tool in the hands of rogue and oppressive regimes to abuse their powers,
to “root out” all potential political opponents, and to commit atrocities and horrible crimes.

There are indeed other more serious and very potential dangers to our current world order,
hostile to both the state and the individual

There are some environmental threats that have been ignored for quite a long time now,
requiring a bit more sensible attention and a more responsible international cooperation.
There is an endemic and chronic failure, and some potentially explosive socio-economic crises
that need to be handled by some clean and balanced professionals who really care about
the general interest of their countries and their peoples... and what those selfish minorities
are recklessly trying to do in some already explosive parts of this world is very worrying.
These blatant and deliberate obliterations of the majorities by the thoughtless minorities
may result in an uncontrollable situation should these minorities fail to achieve their goals.
This is a possibility, with consequences that no responsible authority shall underestimate.
What can at least be done ,
is for someone to prepare an alternative and constructive strategy of containment

so that we can be well-prepared for these contingencies and avoid being taken by surprise.



Objectives

In the light of those recent global transformations, and this new international system

’

where the importance of the whole system level has overcome that of the unit ,
it is in everyone’s interest that no one shall be excluded from that common task and duty
of finding the ‘rules of the new game’.

It is more likely that the majority of those who can reasonably use their brains and hearts
among us peoples of this earth still believe in the uniqueness of our human characteristics,
and that only a few minority who are in fact relentlessly trying to
impose their unconstructive views on their peoples and on the rest of this world’s societies.
‘Political realism’ is a school of thought, which has prevailed due to the previous schools’
failure to adapt to the social and environmental transformations at the time of their demise.
Its proven and justified conclusions, however, can never be always compatible and right.
What can the CCS offer in this case and after all, is an anticipatory alternative arrangement
for the containment of the possibly destructive repercussions, which will be then targeted
at the careless decision makers and authorities and before anyone else.

The constructive strategies for a more comprehensive and potentially long-lasting security,
and the involved work at the CCS, may offer a better approach for a better understanding
of the different circumstances and concerns of the different active and effective players
around the political sphere of our contemporary world. It is expected to open the doors
for a more acceptable invitation to join the discussion of some shared interests and fates,
providing invaluable information and practical solutions, in an honest and candid manner;
an alternative route to comprehend the roots of all failures ,
which can never be attained otherwise.

At the end, the CCS aims to produce an integrated work of a symbiotic value to all parties.
The involved procedures will never attend to enter any private space without permission,
and if we may criticise a course of action, the criticism will be directed at what is deemed
to be wrong, not at the perpetrator. There is no doubt that whatever we may come out with
shall constitute a turning point in our world political history that all those involved in its work

will be proud of. All those
involved in the CCS’s activities, its management and support, shall enter our world history

“from its widest door”.
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